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Servicing a Hair Dryer Switch
On/off, fan-speed, and heat switches all work in the
same way. They control the current going to the hair
dryer, the fan, or the elements.

Some switches have only two positions: on or off,
high or low. Others have three or more. However, they
are all tested and replaced in the same way. Here’s how
to test a hair dryer switch:

Step 1: Unplug the appliance and carefully unscrew and
remove the housing. Screws are typically
recessed near the motor vent.

Step 2: Switches will be mounted in the handle or main
housing between the electrical cord and the fan
motor and heating element (see diagram above
for reference). Remove the switch and
disconnect it.

TROUBLESHOOTING HAIR DRYERS
Problem Solution

Doesn’t work at all 1. Refer to Troubleshooting Chart on page 205.

2. Check thermal cutout. If faulty, service thermal cutout.

Fan doesn’t work on all settings 1. Check fan switch. If faulty, service switch.

Heat doesn’t work on all settings 1. Check heat switch. If faulty, service switch.

Fan works, but heat doesn’t 1. Check heat switch. If faulty, service switch.

2. Check elements. If faulty, service elements.

Heat works, but fan doesn’t 1. Check fan-speed switch. If faulty, service switch.

2. Check fan. If faulty, service fan.

Cross section of a hair dryer.
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